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The reply filed on July 16, 1999 is not fully responsive to the prior Office action because 
of the following omission(s) or matter(s): (1) the changes to the claims have not been identified in 
the manner required by 37 CFR 1.121, (2) applicant has failed to include a marked-up copy of the 
changes made in the substitute specification and has failed to state that no new matter has been 
entered, and (3) the lines of the substitute specification are not double spaced. 

With respect to item (1), Rule 121 is reproduced below. 
§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments 

(a) Erasures, additions, insertions, or alterations of the Office file of papers 
and records must not be physically entered by the applicant. Amendments to the 
application (excluding the claims) are made by filing a paper (which should 
conform to § 1.52) directing or requesting that specified amendments be made. 
The exact word or words to be stricken out or inserted by said amendment must be 
specified and the precise point indicated where the deletion or insertion is to be 
made. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein, a particular claim may be 
amended only by directions to cancel or by rewriting such claim with underlining 
below the word or words added and brackets around the word or words deleted. 
The rewriting of a claim in this form will be construed as directing the cancellation 
of the original claim; however, the original claim number followed by the 
parenthetical word "amended" must be used for the rewritten claim. If a previously 
rewritten claim is rewritten, underlining and bracketing will be applied in reference 
to the previously rewritten claim with the parenthetical expression "twice 
amended," "three times amended," etc., following the original claim number. 

(c) A particular claim may be amended in the manner indicated for the 
application in paragraph (a) of this section to the extent of corrections in spelling, 
punctuation, and typographical errors. Additional amendments in this manner will 
be admitted provided the changes are limited to (1) deletions and/or (2) the 
addition of no more than five words in any one claim. Any amendment submitted 
with instructions to amend particular claims but failing to conform to the 
provisions of paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section may be considered 
nonresponsive and treated accordingly. 
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(d) Where underlining or brackets are intended to appear in the printed 
patent or are properly part of the claimed material and not intended as symbolic of 
changes in the particular claim, amendment by rewriting in accordance with 
paragraph (b) of this section shall be prohibited. 

(e) In reissue applications, both the descriptive portion and the claims are 
to be amended by either (1) submitting a copy of a portion of the description or an 
entire claim with all matter to be deleted from the patent being placed between 
brackets and all matter to be added to the patent being underlined, or (2) indicating 
the exact word or words to be stricken out or inserted and the precise point where 
the deletion or insertion is to be made. Any word or words to be inserted must be 
underlined. See § 1.173. 

(f) Proposed amendments presented in patents involved in reexamination 
proceedings must be presented in the form of a fiill copy of the text of: (1) Each 
claim which is amended and (2) each paragraph of the description which is 
amended. Matter deleted from the patent shall be placed between brackets and 
matter added shall be underlined. Copies of the printed claims from the patent may 
be used with any additions being indicated by carets and deleted material being 
placed between brackets. Claims must not be renumbered and the numbering of the 
claims added for reexamination must follow the number of the highest numbered 
patent claim. No amendment may enlarge the scope of the claims of the patent. No 
new matter may be introduced into the patent. 

With respect to item (3), applicant should note that the specification is NOT to be 
presented in the format of a patent with respect to the specification being provided in a single 
narrow column. Rather, the entire width of the page should be utilized, e.g., see originally 
submitted specification. 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) 
MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, 
within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 


EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 136(a). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Richard Smith whose telephone number is (703) 305-7746. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Daniel P. Stodola, can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3597. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 



Richard Smith 
October 28, 1999 


Daniel P. Stodola 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 


